[image: Graphical user interface, text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


March 17, 2026
	The Honorable Tom Cole
Chairman
Committee on Appropriations
H-305, the Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515
	
	The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations
1036 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515



Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro:
I am requesting funding for Rural Veterans Transportation Access Initiative in Fiscal Year 2027. The entity to receive funding for this project is the City of Albuquerque, located at 1 Civic Plaza NW, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102. 
The funding would be used to support capital improvements and accessibility-related investments that expand transportation access for veterans in Albuquerque and across New Mexico, including ADA-accessible vehicles, transportation coordination equipment, and related infrastructure needed to connect veterans to essential services such as healthcare, housing support, food assistance, workforce services, and benefits navigation.
The project is an appropriate use of taxpayer funds because many veterans, including low-income, aging, disabled, rural, and housing-insecure veterans, face significant transportation barriers that prevent them from accessing services that support health, housing stability, and economic participation. Federal investment in this project will improve access to existing community and federally supported services, reduce missed appointments, support homelessness prevention, and strengthen long-term stability for vulnerable veterans.
The project has a federal nexus because the funding provided is consistent with purposes authorized in 42 U.S.C. 5305(a)(2) and 42 U.S.C. 5305(a)(5), which support the acquisition, construction, reconstruction, or installation of public facilities and improvements, as well as special projects directed to the removal of material and architectural barriers that restrict mobility and accessibility for elderly and disabled persons.
I certify that I have no financial interest in this project, and neither does anyone in my immediate family
Sincerely,
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Melanie Ann Stansbury
Member of Congress
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