


 

 

 

 

 

 

May 16, 2022 
 
 
The Honorable Melanie Stansbury 
United States House of Representatives  
1421 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Re: Support for Water Data Act  
 
Dear Representative Stansbury:  
 
On behalf of South Columbia Basin Irrigation District (SCBID), I write to express support for your 
“Water Data Act”.  SCBID is one of three irrigation districts that make up the Columbia Basin Project, 
and serves more than 233,000 acres.  We are committed to the fundamental proposition that Western 
irrigated agriculture must be preserved and protected for a host of economic, sociological, 
environmental, and national security reasons – many of which are often overlooked in the context of 
other national policy decisions.    
 
Sound Western water resources decision-making demands accurate and timely data on precipitation, 
temperature, evapotranspiration, soil moisture, snow depth, snow water content, streamflow, 
groundwater, water quality and similar information. Critical and vital information is gathered and 
disseminated through a number of important federal programs. There is a serious need to focus on 
coordinated data collection and dissemination. 
 
The Alliance has long advocated for improved agency coordination and decision-making at the federal 
level. These are necessary components to managing Western water resources and modernizing our 
aging water infrastructure to help us deal with the changing climate and hydrology in the West. The 
Water Data Act would direct federal agencies to standardize water data collection and provide funding 
to build innovative tools for water management.  The approach taken in this bill is consistent with our 
long-held philosophy that federal agencies should coordinate closely on water management matters.  
 
Thank you for your good work on Western water challenges. We look forward to continuing to work 
with you and your staff on the Water Data Act as it moves through the legislative process.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
John O’Callaghan 
Secretary/Manager 
 

  

 

South Columbia Basin Irrigation District 
Office:  1135 E. Hillsboro Street, Suite A,   P.O. Box 1006  Pasco, WA 99301 

Telephone: (509)547-1735  Fax: (509)547-8669 

“The Green Spot of the Columbia Basin” 



Leader in Water Policy Information, Influence and Implementation 
 

 

 

May 8, 2022 

 
House Natural Resources Committee 
Washington DC, 20515 
 

Dear Members of the Subcommittee on Water Oceans and Wildlife: 
 
Membership of the Interstate Council on Water Policy (ICWP) includes state and interstate 
water resources management agencies, each who require timely and accurate water data to 
carry out their water allocation and other management duties in their respective states or 
interstate river basins.  The gathering of water data in the United States is a partnership 
among local, regional, state and federal governments and Representative Stansbury’s Water 
Data Act contains many provisions that will be extremely useful to ICWP members in their 
day-to-day operations of managing our precious water resources. 
 
ICWP is particularly supportive of the Section authorizing the Advisory Committee on Water 
Information (ACWI).  Congressional authority for an ACWI is important as the good work of the 
previous ACWI was undercut when many Advisory Committees were abolished under the 
previous administration.  ICWP had a seat on the ACWI for many years and this was an 
important avenue for non-federal partners to understand the programs of the federal 
government and provide input on how all our limited resources could be best utilized to 
collect, analyze and understand water data with the most efficiency and efficacy to the 
greatest number of decisions makers and water data users.  
 
As water related disasters such as drought, floods and hurricanes continue to become more 
erratic and severe, it’s imperative that we all coordinate our management of water data and 
information.  We support the Water Data Act and encourage its swift passage. 
 
       With best regards, 
        
 

 
       
       Sue Lowry 
       Executive Director, ICWP 

Sue Lowry, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 20908 

Cheyenne, WY 82003 
Sue@ICWP.org 

307-630-5804 
www.icwp.org 

 



 

 

 
May 16, 2022 
 
 
The Honorable Melanie Stansbury 
United States House of Representatives  
1421 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Re: Support for Water Data Act  
 
Dear Representative Stansbury:  
 
On behalf of the Family Farm Alliance (Alliance), I write to express support for your “Water Data Act”.  
The Alliance is a grassroots organization of family farmers, ranchers, irrigation districts, and allied 
industries in 16 Western states.  We are committed to the fundamental proposition that Western irrigated 
agriculture must be preserved and protected for a host of economic, sociological, environmental, and 
national security reasons – many of which are often overlooked in the context of other national policy 
decisions.    
 
Sound Western water resources decision-making demands accurate and timely data on precipitation, 
temperature, evapotranspiration, soil moisture, snow depth, snow water content, streamflow, 
groundwater, water quality and similar information. Critical and vital information is gathered and 
disseminated through a number of important federal programs. There is a serious need to focus on 
coordinated data collection and dissemination. 
 
The Alliance has long advocated for improved agency coordination and decision-making at the federal 
level. These are necessary components to managing Western water resources and modernizing our aging 
water infrastructure to help us deal with the changing climate and hydrology in the West. The Water 
Data Act would direct federal agencies to standardize water data collection and provide funding to build 
innovative tools for water management.  The approach taken in this bill is consistent with our long-held 
philosophy that federal agencies should coordinate closely on water management matters.  
 
Thank you for your good work on Western water challenges. We look forward to continuing to work 
with you and your staff on the Water Data Act as it moves through the legislative process.  
 
Sincerely,  

 

 
Dan Keppen, Executive Director 
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